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MapLewoop Young Ladies’ Institute, a well-established and popular 
boarding school, at Pittsfield, Mass., has lately been visited by a 
violent outbreak of sickness, bringing prominently before the medical 
profession and the public various questions connected with its sani- 

condition. 

ring the latter part of July, 1864—from about the 23d to the 
29th—five persons were attacked with a severe form of disease; 
and during that period, and up to the 10th of August, when a regu- 
lar term ended and the school was closed, some thirty others were 
sufficiently indisposed to require the advice of a physician. There 
were, at the time, 77 young ladies, from many of the Eastern, Mid- 
dle, and Western States, who were boarding, lodging and receiving 
instruction in the institution. Besides the Principal and his imme- 
diate family, seven or eight teachers resided in the establishment. 
The whole family, including servants, consisted of about 112 per- 
sons. There were, in addition, quite a number of young ladies and 
misses, residents of the town, who attended the exercises of the 
school as day pupils, lodging and boarding at their homes. 

Of the five persons taken seriously ill, as before mentioned, one 
was a teacher, who recovered after a long and severe sickness; but 
the other four, three of them pupils and the other a servant girl, died. 
The first death was of the servant girl, and occurred on the 2d of 
August. The three pupils died, respectively, on the 3d, 7th and 10th 
of that month. 

At the close of the term, on the 10th, the pupils hastily dispersed— 
a few leaving before that time; but many were so seriously indis- 
sone at the time of leaving that they performed their journeys 

me under the influence of quinine and alcoholic stimulants; while 
One, too ill to leave, remained sick for some time in the Institute, 
and two others proceeded no farther than to a private house in the 
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immediate neighborhood, where they each suffered from a severe 
and protracted illness, but ultimately recovered. A week or two 
after the close of the term, two young ladies, day scholars residing 
in the village, were attacked in a manner similar to the others, 
Two or three servants connected with the Institute family were also 
attacked, and one of them died. Numerous reports of sickness and 
death among those who had left were shortly afterwards received; 
articles on the subject were published in several newspapers, and 
the public were profoundly agitated with sympathy, curiosity, anxie- 
ty and alarm. 

The large proportion of the pupils reported to have been attack- 
ed, and the unusual severity and fatality of the cases, pointed to some 
local cause at the Institute. The time for the opening of the next 
term approached. No one conversant with the facts could think of 
sending a daughter to a place so apparently infected, until the sub- 
ject had been investigated. Under these circumstances, the trustees 
of the school assembled on the 16th of September, and recommend. 
ed that the Principal should “consult the best medical authority 
within his reach, and immediately take the most efficient means to 
remove not only any local cause which may be shown to have been 
developed by the remarkable heat and drought of the last summer, 
but also any cause which may be suspected by said authority to have 
had any influence in occasioning said disease.” On the following 
day two of the undersigned were requested, in a note from the Prin- 
cipal, to act in accordance with the advice of the trustees, as a com- 
mittee of investigation and direction; and at their request the third 
was added to their number. 

On the 20th of September the committee commenced their inves- 
tigation, and, accompanied by two physicians of Pittsfield, visited 
the premises; and on this and repeated subsequent occasions ¢xa- 
mined every part without the buildings and within, observing all 
conditions as they then were, and, with much pains and labor, 
ing testimony from a large number of persons as to all conditions, 
ane existing, which were deemed capable of affecting the 

ealth of persons brought within their influence. These conditions 
will be hereafter detailed. A few days afterwards, having been 
furnished by one of the teachers of the school with the names of the 
ninety-two pupils who had been in attendance during the summer 
term, they addressed the following circular either to the pupils them 
selves or to their parents or guardians. 
“ PITTSFIELD, Mass., Sept. 19th, 1864. 

“The undersigned have been appointed a committee to investigate 
the causes which may have produced the recent sickness among 
inmates of Maplewood Young Ladies’ Institute, and wish to learn, 
definitely, the amount and character of that sickness. They there- 
fore respectfully solicit full, explicit and immediate answers to the 
following questions :— 
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_ «How long did Miss —— reside at Maplewood, and what was 
the date of her leaving? 

‘Was she ill during her residence there, or has she been ill since 
she left ? 

“Tf ill, when did the sickness commence ? 

“What was the character and duration of such illness ? 

« What was the result of the sickness ? 

« To what causes, here or elsewhere, do you attribute such sick- 
ness ? 

« At the time of her illness was a similar disease prevailing in her 
neighborhood ? 

“ Please address, without delay, Dr. A. B. Palmer, Pittsfield, Mass. 


Ear te, edicual College.” 


They also addressed the following circular to cach of the physi- 
cians of Pittsfield :— 


“Dear Sir,—The undersigned, a committee to inquire into 
and ascertain, if possible, what causes may have contributed to 
the serious illness which has prevailed among the pupils of Maple- 
wood Young Ladies’ Institute, would respectfully request such in- 
formation as you may be able to impart concerning the diseases 
which have prevailed, and your views as to the probable causes of 
such disease. Both humanity and science seem to demand a careful 
inquiry into the causes of such a calamity. 

“ Very respectfully, A. B. PALMER, 
C. L. Forp, 
Ear .e.” 


For the purpose of presenting some facts in the order in which 
they occurred, and because subsequent events scem to make this 
statement necessary, we would here say, though somewhat out of logi- 
cal order, that during the time which had elapsed between the closing 
of the term, on the 10th of Angust, and our visit of inspection on 
the 20th of September, great changes, in accordance, it is alleged, 
with previous plans, had been effected at Maplewood. The old cor- 
ridors, to which we shall hereafter refer, had been replaced by en- 
tirely new ones, lighted, elevated and much improved in construction. 
The privies or vaults, hereafter to be described, had been completely 
removed, even to their foundation stones, together with the earth 
Which was around them, and their places obliterated by freshly- 
drawn earth, while others of proper construction had been substi- 
tuted. Some new drains had been dug, and a large and deep cess- 
pool, at a considerable distance from the buildings, was being con- 
et to receive the slops of the kitchen, the chambers and the 

undry, 


The ground near the buildings from which a barn had been re- 
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moved during the warm season, had been for the most part deeply 
covered with fresh clean earth. An offensive pool in the barn-yard 
had been filled up. The whole premises had been thoroughly cleans. 
ed, lime had been freely scattered about, the buildings within had 
been well washed, ventilated and disinfected by lime, and the furni- 
ture freely exposed to air and light. 

After being satisfied that these improvements would be persisted 
in, and besides, that in accordance with their suggestion, the foliage 
in some places should be removed for a free admission of light and air; 
that the laundry drain should open into a capacious cess-pool, instead 
of having any portion of its contents flowing upon or near the surface; 
that the chamber slops should be conveyed to the distant large 
covered cess-pool, instead of being thrown, as before, into the vaults; 
that the hot-air furnaces, some of them supplied from the cellars with 
air to be heated and sent into the rooms, should be provided with 
cold-air flues duly opening externally; that the cellars where vege- 
tables were kept should be plastered overhead, and ventilated by 
flues running into chimneys, the following paper was given to the 
Principal by the committee :-- 

“ PITTSFIELD, MAss., 22, 1864. 

“ Having, at the request of the Principal of Maplewood Institute, 
thoroughly inspected the buildings and premises of that institution 
with reference to its sanitary condition, we are prepared to express 
our unanimous opinion that with the improvements already completed 
and in progress and soon to be completed, the school may be opened 
at its usual period in October, with every prospect of the salubrity 
of former years.” 

Signed by the committee. 


From a circular recently issued, the committee are gratified to 
learn that no case of sickness has since occurred in the Institute. 
The committee have deemed this narration of their proceedings 
important to be taken in connection with the more material state- 
ments which are to follow, giving, as it will, a proper view of their 
course and the care with which they proceeded in a matter involving 
so many and such important interests. ; 
Of the ninety-two pupils to whom the first circulars were sent, it 
was subsequently ascertained that fifteen had not been in attendance 
during the last four wecks of the term, most of them having left on 
account of ill health—several having had measles at the school. 
Our special inquiries, therefore, embraced seventy-seven pupils— 
the entire number who boarded and roomed in the seminary build- 
ings during the last month of the term. Replies to the circular were 
received from seventy-four pupils, or their friends; and from these 
replies it appears that fifty-one have had typhoid fever, including 
those cases of pupils residing in the house, already referred to. - 
disease has been pronounced “typhoid fever,” with singular unifor- 
mity, from sources widely remote, in the many distant homes 
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which the pupils repaired. Three or four were reported of a mild 
form, such as would be called, by some authors, “abortive typhus ” ; 
but a very large proportion of the cases are represented as severe 
in form, and continuing for several wecks. Of the twenty-three not 
reported as having had typhoid fever, nine or ten had, in a milder 
form. premonitory symptoms, which speedily yielded to treatment; 
one had dysentery; one reported “slow fever”; one, “anemia”; 
two, “unwell,” nature of case not stated; and eight reported them- 
selves as “well” in the Institute, and for a short time afterwards. 
Of the 51 cases of typhoid fever among the pupils, 13 terminated 
fatally, or about 25-5 per cent. The remainder have more or less 
perfectly recovered. 

The very large proportion of so great a number of persons being 
ill and having typhoid fever within so short a period, points unequi- 
vocally to something peculiar in their condition ; to their exposure to 
noxious influences of some kind, either in their locality, their diet, 
or their habits. This will be more strikingly seen when the sani- 
tary condition of these persons is compared with that of the com- 
munity at large by which they were surrounded. Of the 174 resi- 
dent pupils heard from, 66 are reported as having had illness of some 
kind, at the close of the school or soon after. This is a proportion 
of $3, or nearly 90 per cent. Of these same 74, 51 had typhoid 
fever, or a proportion of nearly 69 per cent. If all the people in 
the town, say 8000, had been affected in an equal proportion, more 
than 7000 would have been ill during these few weeks, and about 
5500 of them would have had typhoid fever; and of these, over 
1375 would have died. If it would be a more just comparison to take 
the whole family at Maplewood into the account, estimating the 
number at 112, 56 had typhoid fever, or 50 per cent.; and of these 
56, 16 died, or over 28°5 per cent. These proportions applied to 
the whole population of 8000, would give 4000 of typhoid fever in 
the same time; and of these, 1140 would have died. According to 
the testimony of the practising physicians of Pittsfield, the number 
of cases of real typhoid fever, during this period, aside from those 
affected by the influences at Maplewood, was small, some physicians 
not having had any, others having had two or three. 

From a perfectly reliable medical gentleman of the town, the 
committee have received the following statement :—* I have seen all 
the regular physicians, and requested them to give me the exact num- 
ber of typhoid-fever patients they treated about the time of the Ma- 
plewood sickness—that is, during the month of August. Dr. R. 
says he had two; Dr. S., three; Dr. A., in full practice, says, ‘ out- 
side of Maplewood, not one.’ Dr. C., aside from pupils and ser- 
vants of the Institute, one; Dr. B., besides two young ladies who 
were day scholars at the Institute, two.” These, it will be seen, 
make in all but eight cases; and so far as the committee are inform- 
ed or believe, none of them terminated fatally. The town records 
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show that at other portions of the season—or at least between July 
1st and December lst—five or six deaths were reported from ty- 
phoid fever, about the same number as the year previous ; but all of 
the cases occurring during the month of August, when the Maple- 
plewood sickness prevailed, seemed to result favorably. 

This comparison is sufficient to dispose of the question as to 
some peculiar and special cause or causes having operated upon 
these persons, and must go far towards riveting the conviction, in 
all unprejudiced and properly informed minds, that these causes 
were local. It is proper to state that the committee have not doubt- 
ed this since the first day of these formal investigations; but still 
they have endeavored, and they think successfully, to pursue these 
investigations with all the care and impartiality that they would 
have exercised had this fundamental point been with them still an 
open and doubtful question. The great questions still remain- 
ing, to which science and humanity both demand an answer, are, Ist, 
what is the cause or what are the causes of this extraordinary and 
really appalling sickness? and, 2dly, by what means, under similar 
circumstances, could such a calamity be prevented? In view of the 
numerous and most respectable parties, the patrons of this popular 
institution, scattered over a large portion of our country, who have 
a special interest and right in this matter, and who request to know; 
and particularly in view of the vast interests of science and humani- 
ty, all personal and private considerations sink into utter insignifi- 
cance, and the exact and entire truth, so far as it is possible to as- 
certain it, must be fully and plainly told. All the light which it is 
possible to obtain should be thrown upon the most important ques- 
tions above stated. 

In making inquiry into the causes of this disease, the topography 
of Maplewood, the character and position of the buildings, and 
their surroundings, require attention. 

The town of Pittsfield, Berkshire Co., in which the Institute is 
situated, is one of the most elevated, and has been regarded as one 
of the most healthy places in Western Massachusetts. It is in a 
broad valley, several miles in each of its diameters, but not of much 
depth, and where but a moderate portion of the soil is at all allu- 
vial. The soil is generally gravelly and porous, the rocks granitic 
and calcareous, the surface finely undulating, traversed by running 
streams which propel the machinery of numerous manufacturing 
establishments, and swell occasionally into abruptly marginal lakes. 
Within this valley, on the northwest side of the village, and from half a 
mile to a mile beyond Maplewood, the principal mill-stream runs for 
some distance a little more sluggishly in its course, and its margin 
consists of a level meadow of considerable extent, partaking somewhat 
of the character of a marsh. It has not, however, hitherto been gene- 
rally regarded as a source of malarial disease; and people living 

more immediately upon its margin have not been observed to be 
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more sickly than those in the town. The village is supplied with 
water, reputed to be of very pure quality, from the distant hills 
on the southeast side. It is brought through an aqueduct, and 
has generally given satisfaction to the inhabitants. The village, con- 
taining about 5000 inhabitants, is not compact, excepting the business 
buildings in its centre. Most of the dwellings are isolated, and 
surrounded by ample grounds. It should be mentioned, however, 
that in many parts there is a superabundance of shade trees, and 
that there is no system of pavements, or of sewerage, or under- 
ground drainage. Still, as is very justly observed in the catalogue 
of Maplewood, “For salubrity of climate, beauty of scenery and 
environments, of hill and valley, Pittsfield can hardly be surpassed. 
The long ranges of the Hoosic and Taconic Mountains on the east, 
south and west, with Saddle Mountain on the north, enclose a valley 
of great fertility, appropriately denominated and well known as the 
‘garden of the Bay State.’ In the centre of this valley, on a gentle 
elevation overlooking the town, towards the south, and the country 
far and wide, stand the buildings of the Institute, presenting, espe- 
cially from the lofty observatory attached to the gymnasium, a com- 
manding and inspiring prospect.” 
A ground plan of the buildings of the institute is here annexed. 
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cond as a chapel and general study room. The cellar contains fur- 
naces, coal, vegetables, &c. On either side of the chapel is a build- 
ing consisting of three stories over a cellar. That upon the east is 
called the “east building”; the other, the “west building.” To 
the east building is attached a wing of two stories, with a basement. 
The basement of this wing, together with a part of the cellar or 
basement of the main building, is occupied as a kitchen and store. 
rooms; the other part as a cellar proper, containing coal and ac- 
commodating furnaces for heating the parts above. The first floor 
of this building, above ground, is occupied for parlors, library, dining 
room, and the apartments for the family of the Principal. The two 
stories above are used as dormitories for the pupils—a lady teacher 
occupying one room on each floor. A hall passes through the centre 
of each of these stories, from east to west. The rooms of the pu- 
pils are upon sides of the halls, opening into them and receiving 
their heat from them in cold weather. The basement of the west 
building is occupied as a laundry; and the other three stories, as 
dormitories, arranged as in the two upper stories of the east build- 
ing, and as shown in the diagram. 

The gymnasium is situated in the rear of the chapel, and consists 
of two stories and a cellar, or basement. The first floor has rooms 
chiefly for practice in music; while the second, a large and high 
room, 55 by 90 feet, is used as agymnasium proper. The basement 
a depository for fuel, and contains the furnaces for heating the 

ilding. 

The privies were situated as marked in the diagram (commodes )— 
one near the northeast corner of the chapel, and the other not far 
from the northeast corner of the west building. 

The buildings were all connected by covered passage-ways or cor- 
ridors, and these covered ways were extended to the privies, as is 
also shown in the diagram. 

A few rods east of the northeast corner of the east building was 
situated, until removed in July, a barn which had been there for 
many years, and the barnyard, which extended towards the east 
building, was in part lower than the surrounding ground, containing 
water in which swine were reported to have wallowed, and whick 
frequently emitted offensive odors. The kitchen drain opened some 
80 or 90 feet from the corner of the building, and though an attempt 
was made by a temporary expedient to cover the course of the 
stream of slops flowing from the large kitchen, it was but partially 
effected, and in the hot weather unpleasant odors issued from this 
source. 

The drain from the laundry under the west building opened upon 
the surface of the ground fifty-six paces southwest from the south- 
west corner of the building, and thirty feet from the sidewalk of the 
public street; and the water from it, after being detained and par- 
tially absorbed, as alleged by the Principal, in a large covered cess- 
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1, issued at the point before mentioned, sometimes at least in a 
condition to annoy those who passed in its vicinity. The committee 


observed a small cess-pool near this point, but it appeared not to 
have been recently used as a receptacle at the time of their inves- 


igation. 

tthe vaults of the old privies, which had both been removed when 
the committee made their inspection, were represented to them as 
having beer shallow, and filled nearly to the surface of the ground 
with semifluid materials, as they were the receptacles of the slops 
from the chambers. 

One of them was once cleaned out at night in the course of the 
hot season of last summer. 

For a knowledge of the condition of these vaults, of the openings 
of the kitchen and laundry drains, of the cellars, and of the cleanli- 
ness of the whole premises, the committee are entirely dependent 
upon the testimony of others, as so radical a change had been made 
when the investigation commenced; and they hold themselves re- 
sponsible only for a fair statement of the general current and weight 
of that testimony. 

Although there is not perfect accordance among those who have 

voluntarily made statements, or have been interrogated, yet there is 
quite as much unanimity as is usually found where numbers of hon- 
est and impartial persons bear witness to the same series of like 
complicated facts. Hence the committee have no doubt of the gene- 
ral truth, most positively alleged by many, that the vaults, as well 
as the openings of both drains, emitted, during the hot and dry 
weather, decidedly and sometimes exceedingly offensive odors. 
Great annoyance was often felt, as stated by a teacher, at the in- 
delicacy of these odors, and not unfrequently windows were obliged 
to be closed, particularly at night, to prevent the influx of the outer 
air, as the confined atmosphere within the rooms was less offensive 
than the air from without. The testimony as to the necessity of 
closing windows against offensive odors, comes to us from sources 
hundreds of miles apart, in letters, in oral statements from living 
witnesses, and, as reported by their friends, from the lips of those 
who will speak no more. 
_ This was stated not of one room only, but of several, and of rooms 
In both buildings; and not alone of the windows of the dormitories, 
and in the night, but of some of the recitation rooms, and in the 
day time. 

As the condition of the privies is a point so exceedingly important 
in the case, the inquiries of the committee in respect to that condi- 
tion have been extended and minute; and, to show that the testimo- 
ny at least justifies the preceding statements, a few quotations from 
the letters of pupils and others who had been at Maplewood, and 
Wrote from the evidence of their senses, are added. These letters 
are in answer to definite interrogations on the subject. The embar- 
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rassment which the committee, and especially the only accessible 
witnesses, have felt in pursuing this matter, will readily be appre. 
ciated, and the necessity of making special inquiries will be under- 
stood. One of the pupils, in her communication, says :— 

“ Since you request it, I will be perfectly frank and plain, feeling 
assured that you can understand and appreciate the unpleasantness 
of discussing such a matter in so free a manner; but I, with you, . 
think the cause demands it, and am willing to sacrifice my own feel- 
ings, to almost any extent, for the purpose of throwing a little light 
on so dark a question.” 

She continues :—“ There certainly was an unpleasant smell about 
the west building. We did have reason to complain of our rooms 
being very offensive at times. Indeed, the air was often so foul that 
we found it necessary to close both doors and windows, and this 
during the warmest of the weather, too. Perhaps you are not aware 
that there are no vaults proper* connected with the west building. If 
you could see the internal arrangements of this department, your 
only wonder would be how it happened that we did not all die of some 
pestilential disease. The smell that used to come up from that 
place, those hot July evenings, was enough to breed a fever in one 
night. All the slops, &c., from the rooms were deposited in these 
places. This I know to be a fact, for I have seen it done. These 

laces were seldom if ever cleaned, and what their condition must 
ve been you can imagine, I’m sure. Now, do you wonder what the 
stench meant, where it came from, or whatecaused it?” 

The following is from one who roomed in the east building :— 

“You ask if my room was rendered unpleasant by any peculiar 
odors. I have repeatedly been obliged to close my window on ac- 
count of unpleasant odors, not only in the day time but particularly 
at night. I have risen, after retiring, to close it—the odor being 
almost suffocating. It seemed to proceed from the vaults and an 
old barn near my window, which had just been removed, leaving the 
cellar exposed.” 

The next is an extract from a letter received from the mother of 
one of the pupils who died at Maplewood :— 

“TY cannot convey to you a correct idea of the state of the air in 
the hall of the west building, unless I state the fact that I asked my 
daughter, the morning after my arrival, if there was not a water- 
closet on that floor. She replied, ‘ No—the smell you notice comes 
from the privies.’ ” 

The following is an extract from a letter from the father of a 
teacher who died a few days after reaching home :— 

“Her mother informs me that she complained of the privy as be- 
ing very offensive, and that they cleaned it out in one of the warmest 


* This is understood to mean that the excavations were so shallow that they could not 
pearance of vaul 
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nights, and the odor was perfectly dreadful, and that she believed it 
kad something to do with the sickness. This was said on the eve- 
ning of her arrival home.” 

In order to give a fair and impartial hearing of the whole case, it 
is proper here to state that in a communication from the Principal, 
received after the foregoing statements were submitted to his inspec- 
tion, he furnishes the testimony of three witnesses, all of which is 
inserted. 

The first is one of his lady teachers, whom he quotes as saying :— 
«I was never inconvenienced by offensive odors, and do not remem- 
ber to have heard complaints from those occupying rooms in the 
same building with myself (the east building) implying a necessity 
for closing doors and windows. If any such case existed, it was not 
known to me.” 

The next is one of the physicians who visited patients in the in- 
stitution, and who is quoted as saying:—“I never perceived the 
effluvia from cither vaults or drains in the rooms of the pupils, only 
in the corridors and main hall of the chapel. I have never perceived 
the odors from the outlets of the drains, either in North or First 
street.” 

The third witness is another medical attendant, and who is report- 
ed as stating:—*“In all my many visits to Maplewood during the 
past summer, I did not at any time, so far as I recollect, discover 
any odor from the vaults or drains of the institution in the dormi- 
tories of the pupils, nor did I ever discover any such odors in North 
or First Street. All the odor I discovered was in passing through 
the corridors when the doors leading to the privies were left ajar. 
Furthermore, I never heard from any one any intimation that such 
odors had been noticed, or were noticeable, until the panic occurred 
as the result of the cases of sickness last summer.” The Principal 
adds that other similar (negative) testimony could be adduced. 

In justice to those who have given more positive testimony, and 
for the purpose of obtaining correct notions of the facts, it should be 
observed that the language of the first witness quoted is very guard- 
ed, and, undoubtedly, like the evidence of all the rest, was entirely 
conscientiously given. She was not “inconvenienced by offensive 
odors.” She does not say they were not perceived. She does not 
remember to have heard complaints from those in the “same _build- 
ing” “implying a necessity for closing doors and windows.” 

We know that individuals differ much in the acuteness of the 
Sense of smell; and it does not appear how acute this sense was in 
these particular witnesses; neither does it appear how far pupils 
Were encouraged in complaining to their teachers, or how far their 
modesty and delicacy would allow them to complain to others, espe- 
cially to gentlemen, of offensive odors of this kind. 

Whatever may have been the condition of this sense in the medi- 
cal gentlemen as the result of their professional training and their 
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experience in sick rooms, they both testify that odors were discover. 
ed in the corridors, and one remembers to have observed them in 
the chapel hall; and those corridors in which all admit the exist- 
ence of bad odors, led to the halls and dormitories of the pupils; 
and the tendency of such air to ascend and permeate the entire 
building need not be stated. Not without interest in connection 
with this subject is the ascertained fact concerning the occupants of 
the southeast corner room in each story of the west building, the 
rooms most directly connected with such sources of contamination. 
The lower room was occupied by three, all of whom were danger- 
ously sick and one died. The two who occupied the corresponding 
room of the second story had a severe and protracted fever; while 
the teacher and her sister who occupied the room in the third story 
directly over these, both died. 

For whatever reasons these pupils refrained from complaining to 
teachers and others of these odors, they did complain to the com- 
mittee, as their numerous communications show; and not, it may be 
suggested, as the result of panic (for many of them wrote weeks 
and even months after the events so unparalleled in the history of 
local epidemics, and so calculated to produce excitement, had occur- 
red), but from an unpleasant knowledge of the facts, and from a 
sense of duty to the cause of humanity, truth and science. 

It is not impossible, indeed it may be regarded as probable, that 
in some instances statements were strongly made (the strongest are 
not in the report), and it seems quite likely to the committee that 
with some the exceptional cases of very bad smells dwelt most vivid- 
ly in the memory, and found expression in language not altogether 
free from the coloring of emotion; but, after making all proper de- 
ductions, there must have been an amount of perceptible offensive- 
ness, often quite uncomfortable and annoying to the inmates. A 
conviction of the extensive prevalence of such odors (at some times, 
to be sure, much more than others) cannot be avoided. 

[To be continued.] 


TREATMENT OF Curonic the Buffalo General Hos- 
ital, where sick and wounded soldiers have of late been received, 
r. J. R. Lothrop reports, during the year ending July 1, 1865, 126 

cases of chronic diarrhea. Of these, 108 recovered, and were dis- 
charged well; 16 were much relieved, and only 2 ended in death. 
The treatment adopted in these cases, says Dr. L., in the Buffalo 
Med. and Surg. Journal, was more largely dietetic and hygienic than 
medicinal. The astringent preparations of iron were more employ- 
ed than any other medicines, and particularly the muriated tincture 
of iron. Continued for a long time, more benefit was perceptible 
from it than from any other medicine. 
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Meettne or toe American Paarmacevtica, Association.—Pharmacy, 
so long known by the modest title of handmaiden of medicine, may 
well claim for itself in these days the rank of an independent art. 
From the mere mechanical slave of the pestle and rude compounder 
of simples, she has become mistress over the subtlest laws of chemis- 
try, and has built up a science which we may be proud to recognize 
asa sister to our own. Our every-day use of the elegant and power-. 
ful means she furnishes for the relief of human suffering makes us, 
perhaps, unmindful of those who are working in a less ostentatious 
way in the same field with ourselves, but a closer bond of fraternity 
should be cultivated between our mutually dependent and kindred 
professions. Upon the skill and honesty of the pharmaceutist and 

thecary we must wholly rely for the selection and preparation of 
ose agents upon which our success in practice so materially de-- 
pends, for rarely, to our shame be it said, is a physician to be-found 
who possesses even an elementary knowledge of their art. To the la-. 
bors of the scientific men who are engaged in its practice we are in-. 
debted for the simplest and best pharmacopeeia in the world, nor does 
any country exhibit greater ingenuity or elegance in the products of 
its laboratories. 

This progress in the art of pharmacy is in great measure owing to 
the influence of the American Pharmaceutical Association within the 
last few years. Controlled by the most eminent men, its efforts have 
been constantly directed to elevate the scientific character of the pro- 

sion it represents, and its success is as much a cause for congratu- 
lation to us as to them. The thirteenth annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation was held in this city during the past week, and was well 
attended by delegates from nearly all the large cities in the country. 
For the following abstract of its proceedings we are indebted to the 
report of the Boston Daily Advertiser. 


First Day. 
After the appointment of a committee to nominate a list of officers 
the ensuing year, the President, W. J. M. Gordon, of Cincinnati, 
proceeded to read his annual address. It was a document short and 
to the point, and was received with favor by the gentlemen present. 
The President congratulated the members of the Association on the 
auspicious circumstances under which they gathered, and expressed 
thanks at the closing of the rebellion and the restoration of peace. 
e said, in alluding to the Southern members who have not maintain- 
ed their connection with the Association, that the doors were open 
for their return, and that the moral effect of such a union would be 
felt favorably over the whole country. The financial condition of the 
lation was very satisfactory ; it is free from debt, and its trea- 
Sury contains $350. As large a Sum as $3458 is due from delinquents, 
chiefly arrears of four years. The President suggested that prompt 
action should be taken towards the collection of these arrears. . 
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President expressed it as his opinion that spirits for chemical and 
pharmaceutical uses should be exempt from taxation, and further 
thought that if this subject was brought properly before the commit- 
tee of the next session of Congress, the relief desired could be ob- 
tained. There are obvious reasons why medicines should be produced 
as cheaply as possible—the large consumption of them by those iliy 
able to bear the expense, who, at this time, are unable to labor and 
are dependent upon it for their support; while cheapness of the 
means of producing will offer less temptation to deception, and insure 
them of better quality. The internal revenue law, in the construc- 
tion placed upon it for licenses and manufacturers’ tax, is another 
heavy burden, said the speaker, to the pharmaceutist, and efforts 
should be made to remedy the evil. In conclusion, the President said 
that it was with extreme gratitude that he was able to say that, after 
passing through a period of more than four years of bloody war, and 
the withdrawal of so many from scientific pursuits, the Association 
presents so prosperous a condition, and expressed no doubt that it 
would, from this time forward, continue to go on in unexampled suc- 
cess and usefulness. 

At the conclusion of the address there was some discussion on a 
proposed amendment to the constitution to the effect that there be a 
permanent secretary for the Association, with a salary. The amend- 
ment was finally adopted. 

Invitations were received from the Superintendent of the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital to visit that institution, and also from Prof. 
Gray, of Harvard College, to visit the Botanical Gardens. 


Seconp Day. 
FORENOON SESSION. 

Mr. Stearns, chairman of the committee on nominations, presented 
the report of that committee, as follows :— 

For President, Henry W. Lincoln, of Boston ; First Vice President, 
George C. Close, of Brooklyn; Second Vice President, 8. W. Sackri- 
der, of Cleveland; Third Vice President, C. A. Heinitsh, of Lancas- 
ter, Pa.; Treasurer, Charles A. Tufts, of Dover, N. H. ; } 
Secretary. J. M. Maisch, of Philadelphia; Corresponding Secretary, 
P. W. Bedford, of New York; Executive Committee, T. 8S. Wi 
of Philadelphia, John Butterworth of Boston, F. W. Lemewald of 
St. Louis, and T. H. Barr of Terre Haute ; on Progress of Pha F 
Euro Sander of St. Louis, G. H. C. Markoe of Boston, Theodore K 
of St. Louis, Ferris Bringhurch of Wilmington; on Drug Market, 8. 
M. Colcord of Boston, J. J. Thompson of Baltimore, William A. Brew- 
er of New York, Ezekiel Sargent of Chicago, and W. J. M. Gordon 
of Cincinnati ; on Scientific Queries, William Procter, jr., of Philadel- 

hia, E. S. Wayne of Cincinnati, Edward Parrish of Philadelphia, and 

. H. Stable of Alexandria, Va.; Business Commitiee, Dr. E. R. 
Squibb of New York, F. Stearns of Detroit, and J. F. Moore of Bal- 
timore. 

The list as reported by the committee was unanimously adopted 
and the officers elected. Prof. Crocker and Mr. Stearns were appoint- 
ed a committee to conduct the newly elected President to the chair. 
Mr. Lincoln, on taking the chair, was received with applause. On 
assuming the duties of the office, he expressed his thanks for 
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honor which the Association had conferred upon him, and welcomed 
them to Boston, hoping that their stay here would be profitable and 
pleasant to each and every one of them. 

Qn motion of Dr. Squibb, the thanks of the Association were ten- 
dered to the retiring President, W. J. M. Gordon, Esq. On motion of 
the same gentleman, the thanks of the Association were tendered to 
the retiring officers generally. 

The report of the Committce on the Progress of Pharmacy was 
next submitted through the chairman, Prof. J. F. Moore, of Baltimore. 
The report was referred back to the committee for completion, after 
being partially read. 

The report of the Corresponding Secretary, next submitted, con- 
tained information in regard to the condition of the Pharmaceutical 
Associations in Massachusetts, New York, Philadelphia, Maryland, 
Vincinnati, Chicago and St. Louis. With the exception of those in 
Cincinnati and Chicago, their condition was represented by the report 
as being highly prosperous. A letter was read, in connection with 
the report, from an English association, enclosing resolutions of re- 
spect and good will. The report as read was accepted and referred 
to the executive committee for publication. 

Prof. Maisch stated that he had received a communication from the 
librarian of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Munich, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of the proceedings of this Association, and requesting 
an entire set of its proceedings, and promising a set of theirs in re- 
tarn. Prof. Maisch stated that he had also received the proceedings 
of the Royal Academy of Berlin. On motion of Prof. Maisch, the 

was instructed to furward copies of the Association’s pro- 
ceedings to the above-mentioned Academies, and the Mercantile and 
Astor Libraries of New York. 

The report of the Committee on the Drug Market, next in order, 
was called for. After some discussion, on motion of Dr. Squibb, the 
present committee on this subject was excused from reporting at this 


session. 

Prof. William Procter, of Philadelphia, chairman of the Committee 
6n Scientific Queries, submitted the report of that Committee, which 
was quite elaborate, and contained about thirty-three important que- 
ries. The report was accepted and appropriately ww Hoe The read- 
ing of it closed the regular annual reports. 

e next business in order was the consideration of the scientific 
queries offered by the committee at the last meeting. They were read 
by Dr. Squibb. 

Query No. One.—The seeds of Cimicifuga racemosa are numerous 
and easily obtainable. What are their characteristic properties and 
chemical constituents ? 

The answering of this query was accepted by E. C. Jones, of Phila- 
7. His paper was not ready. 

jueries Two, Three and Four were passed over. 
Query No. Five.—Could the poppy be profitably cultivated in any 
so rd 7 United States, for the production of opium and poppy- 
oi 


Accepted by Edwin R. Smith, of Monmouth, Ill. A letter was read 
from thi gentleman, which stated that sickness prevented the prepa- 
ration of the report, but expressed an opinion that southern latitudes 
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would be required. Dr. Squibb, in this connection, displayed a speci- 
men of opium manufactured in 1864 by a Virginia planter. It was 
also stated that it had been made in considerable quantities for the 
rebel hospital .yo Dr. Henchman reported that he had seen 
opium made in New Hampshire in 1812 sold for ten or twelve dollars. 
a pound, The subject was referred to Prof. Graham, of Pennsylvania, 
for report at the next annual meeting. 

The answer to Query No. Six, accepted by H. N. Rittenhouse, of 
Philadelphia, was continued to the next year. 

Queries Nos. Seven, Eight, Nine, Ten, Eleven and Twelve were 
passed over, as the answers were not presented. 

Thirteen.—In what preparation may glycerine be used to 
prevent the deposition of apotheme ? What isthe minimum quantity 
that will answer the purpose, and will such preparation bear dilution ? 

Accepted by A. B. Taylor, of Philadelphia. This gentleman sub- 
mitted a concise, interesting paper, which was accepted and referred 
to the executive committee for publication. The paper a. the opi 
ion that the only preparations in which glycerine could be used for 
the purpose specified are fluid extracts, decoctions, infusions and tinc- 
tures, and accordingly experiments were instituted, with specimens of 
each of these classes. 

Query Fourteen.—How far is glycerine capable of substituting alco- 
hol in extracting drugs for pharmaceutical preparations ? ould 
such substitution be economical ? 

Accepted by W. J. M. Gordon, of Cincinnati. The paper was short, 
and at its conclusion stated that glycerine could be used in the pro- 
duction of many medicinal extracts with much better result and great- 
er economy than alcohol or sugar. 

Query Fifteen was continued to G. F. H. Markoe, of Boston. Que- 
ries Sixteen and Seventeen were passed over. Query Eighteen was 
continued to J. J. Scattergood, of Philadelphia. Query Nineteen was 
passed over. ; 

Query Twenty.—Will the L. styraciflua yield a product identical, or 
nearly so, with commercial storax if it is treated in the same manner ? 

Prof. William Procter, of Philadelphia, read an elaborate essay in 
answer to this query. Detailed accounts of experiments were given 
developing interesting results. The tree which is commonly known 
as the ‘‘sweet gum”’ of the South, produces a gum having a resin- 
ous, fragrant odor. Its identity with the storax was not established, 
but the Professor stated that he thought a further course of investiga- 
tion might develop more interesting results. 

Query Twenty-one was continued. ; 

Query No. T'wenty-two.—What are the best vessels in which to dis- 
pense ointments and cerates, combining fitness with elegance and 
accuracy ; and what is the best plan for keeping this class of prepara- 
jar y the dispensing shop, so as to retard their tendency to oxi- 

ation 

A paper written by William L. Thompson, of Baltimore, in answer 
to this query, was read by Prof. Moore. The opinion was expre 
that glass vessels were the best for this purpose, although wood was 
excellent. In answer to the second part of the query, it was suggest- 
ed that whenever the least tendency to oxidation manifests itself, the 
jar should be thoroughly cleansed by a peculiar preparation. 
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ition selected for the jars in the shop should be one in which the 
extremes of ordinary temperature is avoided. 

Query No. Four was taken up, as Mr. Markoe had his answer pre- 

. The query reads :— 

Which process for camphor-water is to be preferred, that of the 
United States Pharmacopeeia or of the British Pharmacopeeia ? 

Mr. Markoe, by figures and experiments, showed that the camphor- 
water of the United States Pharmacopceia contained four times the 
strength of that of the British. 

Query Twenty-third was passed over, and the. gentleman who had 
accepted the answering of this query was relieved from so doing. 

At this point Mr. Parrish exhibited an improved filter, and interest- 
ing experiments were made with it, after which, at 2 o’clock, the con- 
vention adjourned to afternoon. 


AFTERNOON SES6ION. 

The Association was called to order by the President, at a quarter 
past four o’clock. 

On motion of Prof. Maisch, Mr. Spencer, the inventor of the im- 
proved filtering apparatus, was respectfully requested to prepare a 
description and explanation of his invention for publication in the pro- 
ceedings of the Association. 

The reading of the Queries was then resumed. 

No. Twenty-one.—It has been stated that the poisonous pro- 
perties of Rhus toxicodendron reside in a volatile alkaloid. Is this 
true? Is this alkaloid dissipated when the leaves are dried? Can it 
be isolated in a state fit for medicinal use, or can the properties of the 
leaves be preserved in some form as a pharmaceutical preparation ? 

{n answer to this query Professor Maisch read an interesting paper 
which contained the results of important experiments. The Professor 
is of the opinion that the poisonous properties do not reside in an 
alkaloid, but that they form a distinct acid, which he names toxico- 
dendric acid. 

Referring back, the answer to query number one was listened to. 
The query reads :— 

The seed of Cimicifuga racemosa are numerous and easily obtain- 
_ haa are their characteristic properties and chemical con- 

en 

Mr. E. C. Jones, of Philadelphia, who accepted the answer to the 
above, read the results of his experiments. From the experiments he 
finds that it contains tannic and gallic acid, sugar, gum, starch, fat, 
two resins, one soluble in alcohol and ether and the other only in 
ether, and salts of potassa and lime. 

In place of query number two, Mr. Albert E. Ebert, of Chicago, 
a elaborate paper on the sophistication of the rectified oil of 

r. 


The next was— 

Query No. Eleven.—What is the most convenient form of apparatus 
adapted to common use, for regulating the temperature at or below 
160, 140, and 120 degrees respectively, as directed in the evaporation 
of some of the officinal extracts ? 

Answered by P. W. Bedford, of New York, who exhibited some 
“a apparatus of his own. 

next in order was Query No. Twentyfour. Pumpkin seeds 
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have acquired some reputation as a remedy in tenia. Does this cura- 
tive power reside solely in a fixed oil? If so, what is the best process 
for extracting it and of aoe it for internal use ? 

A. Tufts, of Dover, N. H.. who had accepted to answer this query, 
was excused from so doing. Mr. Parrish made some statements on 
the subject, giving it as his opinion that pumpkin seeds were invalua- 
ble for this disease. Several other gualensn spoke on the subject, 
the majority favoring pumpkin seeds. 

To the next—Query No. T'wenty-sir—What is the best formula for 
Elixir of Valerianate of Ammonia, which shall be nearly free from valeri- 
anic odor and elegantly aromatized ? 

Joseph Roberts, of Baltimore, was not present, and therefore did 
not answer the query. Professor Moore, however, presented a for- 
mula extensively used in Baltimore. 

Volunteer papers were at this time announced as in order, as the 
= were disposed of. Mr. George C. Close presented a formula 

r a remedy for epilepsy. The paper was ordered to be placed in the 
minutes of the proceedings. Dr. Squibb next read an excellent and 
valuable paper on the quantity of alcohol necessary to be used in the 
preparation of extracts. The paper was accepted, and it was voted 
that it be published in the proceedings. Several gentlemen made re- 
marks concerning the paper of Dr. Squibb, and the subject was dis- 
cussed at length, as to whether it is best to follow the rules laid down 
in the pharmacopoeia, or those of Dr. Squibb. Pending the discussion, 
at seven o’clock the Association adjourned until evening. 


FVENING SESSION. 

The report of the Committee on Specimens was next submitted. It 
was accepted and referred to the Executive Committee for publica- 
tion. 

An interesting discussion here took place on pure and impure saf- 
fron, and many rather queer confessions were made by several gentle- 
men. It appeared that safflower was generally sold for saffron, and it 
was asserted that the genuine saffron would not find purchasers. 

Mr. Collins, of Philadelphia, exhibited a spine bag, and made some 
explanations concerning it. The bag is a patent of Dr. Patten, and is 
an English invention. 

A volunteer paper was next submitted by James M. Mill, of Chi- 
cago, entitled “ Fidelity to the Pharmacopeia.”’ 


Tarp Day. 
RENOON SESSION. 


FO 8 

At half past ten o’clock the convention was called to order‘by the 
President. 

The reading of volunteer papers was, at this time, again resumed. 
A paper entitled ‘“‘ The Production of Peppermint in Michigan,”’ was 
read by Mr. Frederick Stearns, of Detroit. The same gentleman 
presented a short interesting paper on ‘‘ Native Wines from the Gar- 
den Rhubarb Plant,”” manufactured by I. R. Mudge, of Belvidere, Ill. 
These papers were principally statistical. They were referred to the 
executive committee for publication. Professor Everett, of the New 
York College of Pharmacy, made some statements about and exhibited 
some specimens of magnesia manufactured by the American Magne- 
sian Company. Mr. Wigand, of Philadelphia, read a paper entitled 


i} 
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«The obligations of Pharmaceutists in respect to the instruction of 
those in their employ.”’ Dr. Bartlett read a paper from N. G. Bart- 
lett of Chicago, on an ‘‘ Automatic vacuum apparatus,’’ with accom- 
ying illustrations. All these papers were accepted and referred 
ublication. 

It was voted that the next meeting of the Association be held in 
Detroit, Mich., on the fourth Wed y in August, at three o’clock 
in the afternoon. 
aProfessor Procter read the list of ‘‘ scientific queries’ prepared by 
the committee on that subject, with the names of the gentlemen who 
have accepted them for answer at the next annual meeting. Referred 
to the appropriate committee for publication. 


Fovurta anp Last Dar. 


The Association was called to order by the President. Dr. B. W. 
Bedford, of New York, read his paper and exhibited his apparatus in 
reply to Query Number Twenty-five—‘‘ An essay on gas-heating ap- 
paratus adapted to the various purposes of the apothecary, so as to 
enable him to conduct his processes in or near the shop, which will 
combine efficiency with economy.”’ The paper was accepted and ap- 
referred. 

papers prepared by Dr. Pyle having arrived, they were directed 
to be entered upon the record. 

— papers from the last year were taken up and dis- 

of. 

After the transaction of some unimportant business a paper was pre- 
sented by Mr. Parrish, relative to the tax on alcohol in England, and 
the manner of licensing its sale. A long discussion ensued, aaa 
which the propriety or expediency of ascertaining if measures coul 
not be adopted by which Congress will except Pharmaceutists from 
the tax on alcohol for scientific and medical purposes, was debated. 

A resolution was adopted for the appointment of a committee of five, 
whose duty it shall be to take into consideration the whole subject 
relative to the internal revenue law in its relations to the objects of 
the American Pharmaceutical Association, with special reference to the 
alcohol question, with authority to consult with the committee of 
ways and means of Congress and the Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue, and report at the next annual meeting, and also requesting each 
individual member of the committee to report to their chairman, who 
shall report in full. 

A motion was adopted authorizing the President to appoint said 
committee at his leisure, and that after appointing, he notify, at his 
earliest convenience, the gentlemen whom he may appoint. 

After cursory remarks upon various topics, the minutes of the ses- 
sion were read by the Secretary, and the convention dissolved. 


New Lecrcresms 1s rae University or follow- 
ing statement in reference to this liberal act of Dr. Wood is taken from 
the Medical and Surgicat Reporter of July 8, 1865 :— 

“Publicity having been given to the proposed endowment of Lec- 

hips in the Medical Department of the University of Pennsylvania, 
Wwe will state the facts as briefly as possible, so far as they have trans- 
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‘« The Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania, through the libe- 
rality of the distinguished Emeritus Professor of the Theory and Prac- 
tice of Medicine in that institution, Dr. George B. Wood, as we are 
informed, have devoted the sum of $50,000 to the endowment of lec- 
tureships in the University on the following subjects :—1. Zoology and 
Comparative Anatomy; 2. Botany ; 3. Mineralogy and Geology; 4. 
Hygiene; 5. Medical Jurisprudence, including Toxicology. We have 
heard the names of competent gentlemen mentioned in connection with 
each of the chairs, but do not as yet feel authorized to give publicity 
to them. The appointments will be made in November next, and the 
first course of lectures will be given the ensuing spring. Each lec- 
turer is to receive a salary of $500 from the fund, and also all fees 
that may accrue from the sale of tickets, the fee not to exceed $10, 
and regular matriculants and alumni to be admitted free. 

‘‘This liberal action of Dr. Wood is entirely in keeping with his 
well-known views on the subject of medical progress. He has always 
been a friend of thorough education, and when a teacher and profes- 
sor, always insisted on a close application to his studies on the part 
of the student, and a proper qualification for the discharge of the re- 
sponsible duties of the physician on the part of the graduate. _— 

‘In no better way could he have shown his love of, and confidence 
in, the science of medicine, and his attachment to his Alma Mater, the 

venerable University of Pennsylvania, than in the establishment of 

these lectureships. The devotion of a well-earned fortune to so high, 

| honorable and ennobling a purpose as the advancement of medical 

education, would serve to immortalize the name of this distinguished 
friend of medical progress, even if he had done nothing more to secure 
to him so eminent a position.’’—Am. Journal of Pharmacy. 


VITAL STATISTICS OF BOSTON. 
For tHe Weex ENDING SaturpayY, 9th, 1865. 


DEATHS. 
Total. 
eel, ecks for ten years,1853—1863, | 52.6 $2 | 1068 
ve of corresponding weeks for ten years, 
Death of personsabove90 - - + « -« 0 1 


PAMPHLETs RECEIVED.—Addresses at the Fifth Annual Session of the American Dental 
W. W. Allport, D.D.S., Daniel Brainard, M.D., N.S. Davis, M.D., at Chi- 

cago, July 26th and 27th, 1865.—Valedictory Address delivered before the Graduating 
Class of the Philadelphia Dental College, session 1864-65, by J. H. McQuillen, M.D., D.D.S., 
essor of Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene, March Ist, 1865. 


Marriep,—In this city, 7th inst., John Ryan, M.D., to Miss Mary J. Grealy.—At North 
Attleboro’, 5th inst., G. C.’ Howard, M.D., of Middlebury, Vt., to Miss Georgie A. Smith, of 
N. A.—At Groton, 7th inst., J. N. Kerlin, M.D., of Media, Pa., to Miss Harriet Caroline Dix. 


DEATHS IN Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, ber 9th, 112. Males, 5l— 
Females 61. A 2—accident, 2—anzmia, 1—apoplexy, isease of the bowels, l— 
inflammation of the bowels, 1—disease of the brain, 2—inflammation of the brain, 1—bron- 


of the heart, 4—intemperance, 2—inflam 


disease, 1—suicide, 1—teethi hrush, 1—unknown, 6—whooping cough, 1. 
53——between $ and 20 years, 7—between 20 and 40 years, ig—be- 
ee i6—above 60 years, 18. ‘Born in the United States, 81—Ireland, 28— 


4 bility, !—diarrhcoea, 7—drops of the braiz Iweontory orveing ls scarjet fever, 1 

4 —typhoid fever, 1—hernia, he A mation of 

the lungs, 4—marasmus. 9—old age. 5—paralvsis. s—beritonitis. 2—premature Dirth, 2—pu- 

» 


